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Just as mankind is now divided into the two great
lasses, the wheat-eaters and the rice-eaters, so the
ncient world was divided into the wool-wearers and
he cotton-wearers. The people of India wore cotton;
be Europeans wore wool. When the Greeks under
Jexander fought their way to the Far East they were
urprised to find wool growing on trees. Later travel-
rs returning from Cathay told of the same marvel
nd travelers who stayed at home and wrote about what
hey had not seen, like Sir John Maundeville, misunder-
tood these reports and elaborated a legend of a tree
hat bore live lambs as fruit. Here, for instance, is
.ow a French poetical botanist, Delacroix, described
b in 1791, as translated from his Latin verse:
Upon a stalk is fixed a living brute,
A rooted plant bears quadruped for fruit;
It has a fleece, nor does it want for eyes,
And from its brows two wooly horns arise.
The rude and simple country people say
It is an animal that sleeps by day
And wakes at night, though rooted to the ground,
To feed on grass within its reach around.
But modern commerce broke down the barrier be-
ween East and West. A new cotton country, the best
n the world, was discovered in America. Cotton in-
raded England and after a hard fight, with fists as weU
is finance, wool was beaten in its chief stronghold.
Cotton became King and the wool-sack in the House of
jords lost its symbolic significance.
Still two-thirds of the cotton crop, the seed, was
wasted and it is only within the last fifty ye'ars that